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Approved as amended; at page 2, paragraph 4, line 2 “multiple games going on at once
as opposed to single games”

MINUTES OF THE
PARK BOARD MEETING
Monday August 18, 2014

Present: Ken Borgerding, Park Board Chairman
Lee Campbell
Dan Hartman
Kathy Alred Lin
Suzi Siegel
Scott Pippen, Superintendent of Administration, Fleet Services, and Facilities
Troy Taylor, Facilities Manager

Absent: Kelly Dupont
Lee Fell
Ted Heiser
Karen Feldman, Trustee Liaison

Location: Village Hall, One Olde Half Day Rd, Lincolnshire Illinois 60069

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Borgerding called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

2.0 ROLL CALL
Superintendent Pippen called roll and determined a quorum was present.

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 Approval of the Minutes of the July 21, 2014 Meeting of the Park Board

(Village of Lincolnshire)

The Park Board reviewed the minutes of the July 21, 2014 meeting. Park Board Member
Campbell commented that the minutes are nicely done. A motion was made by Mr.
Campbell, seconded by Park Board Member Hartman, to approve the minutes as
presented. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.

4.0 RESIDENT COMMENTS AND REQUESTS
4.1 None

5.0 RECREATION
5.1 None

6.0 PARKS

6.1 Consideration, Discussion, and Recommendation to the Village Board a
Request by the Park Board for an Expenditure of Funds in the 2015 Village Capital
Budget for Safety Netting on the Five Baseball/Softball Diamonds at North Park
(Village of Lincolnshire)

Supt. Pippen presented the concern about foul balls hitting spectators or players at
North Park and the limitations presented by the current field configurations. After a
review of fields at local communities the Village staff suggests the system in place at the
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Sport Field Park in Waukegan.  The system has two 40’ poles with netting strung across
attached to a cable run between the poles. Netting would be tied down to the existing
backstops which are 24’ tall. An additional alternative would be to run a cable along the
field #2 first base line at Everett Rd to keep balls out of the way of traffic. The cost is
estimated to be between $77,000 to $86,000.  Poles could be green to match our
backstops. The netting at the Waukegan park is unobtrusive. Waukegan anticipates the
netting system to last ten years but it is unknown when it might need replacement.

Mr. Pippen said this item has been considered by the Park Board and Village Board in
the past and has not been pursued. The Village Attorney’s position has been that the
potential danger of balls hitting spectators, players, or passing cars is to be expected. If
the Park Board chooses to recommend this it would go to the budget deliberations rather
than the regular board meetings.

Park Board Member Siegel asked if most of the area athletic fields have this kind of
protection. Mr. Hartman said that some do and some don’t; probably 50-50. Chairman
Borgerding stated that this issue was brought up because during the tournament there
were games going on at all of the fields simultaneously for several days. Some fields are
more likely to conflict, but by placing the netting on only a few fields you have shown that
there is a risk issue.  It is recommended that we do all of the fields or none of them.

Mr. Campbell asked if the Village Attorney has addressed the potential risk assumption
for multiple games going on at once as well as as opposed to single games. Mr. Pippen
said this was last reviewed in 2008 and the recommendation was to install the existing
signs that are posted to be alert for foul balls. Mr. Campbell said it may be time to
reconsider this issue. Mr. Hartman pointed out that older players, for example U-13, can
hit harder and dangerous foul balls are more likely.

Ms. Siegel asked if the proposed nets can be repaired if kids climb on and damage
them. Facilities Manager Taylor stated that the proposed netting would be placed from
24 foot (on top of the chain link fence) to 40 foot except for one side. He said it should
not affect infield pop-ups, just balls going behind the batter. Mr. Borgerding estimated
that balls going backwards out of play are happening at least once an inning. When you
are at a game where a single field is in use you should be paying attention to that game
but when a play behind you causes a dangerous ball you don’t have time to determine if
you are in danger or not. Mr. Borgerding feels these are necessary for safety at North
Park.

A motion was made by Mr. Campbell seconded by Mr. Hartman as follows:

“The Park Board recommends to the Village Board that the 2015 Capital Budget include
installation of a safety netting system with green poles for up to five ball diamonds at
North Park as presented by staff at the August 18, 2014 Park Board Meeting to protect
players and spectators from errant baseballs ”

The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

6.2 Consideration, Discussion, and Recommendation to the Village Board a
Lincolnshire Sports Association Request to Hold a Baseball Tournament at North
Park in 2015 (Lincolnshire Sports Association)
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A request has been made by the LSA to hold a second annual Summer Slam baseball
tournament at North Park. Proposed dates are June 24 to 28, 2015. Permission given at
this early date will allow them to get started with the planning and preparations to make
the tournament even bigger and better than this year. Mr. Taylor gave a summary of the
village staff perspective on the 2014 tournament. Weather was good except for a two
hour rain delay on Sunday. Parking was expected to be a problem but was not.
Additional staff time was required over the weekend with dragging fields and chalking,
with the help of LSA volunteers, but on the weekdays the park was staffed as usual.

The number of games held was similar to the regular park use so there was no
additional wear and tear on the fields. All in all he thought it went very well. Mr. Campbell
asked how the fields were dried after the rain event. Mr. Taylor replied that usually a
layer of the regular clay surface material, Turface, is added, but for the tournament they
used a product called Diamond Dry.  The consensus of the Park Board was that the
tournament was a great success.

A motion was made by Ms. Siegel, seconded by Mr. Hartman, as follows:

“The Park Board recommends approval of the Lincolnshire Sports Association request
to use North Park for a second annual baseball tournament in 2015, tentatively planned
for June 24 – 28, 2015”

The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

The proceeds of the tournament (approximately $10,000) were discussed. It was
suggested that the LSA might help pay for the netting expenditure. The original plan for
the 2014 event was for LSA to donate the profits of the event for future improvements. It
was found that field improvements were required even before the tournament took place
and LSA made a very generous contribution ($20,000 as well as volunteer time) toward
those expenses and the tournament proceeds were then kept by the LSA.

Mr. Taylor reviewed the condition of the soccer fields. The winter weather caused a lot of
die-back, excessive spring rains caused even more damage and cold weather kept the
grass from re-growing. Over the summer 40 bags of seed have been added as well as
top-dressing and they are coming back in time for fall soccer. The 2015 tournament
profits are also planned to be used for the facility. The fields are in use from the first
week in April until November so fall is the best time to try to repair them.

7.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS
7.1 Update on Lighting Options at Whytegate Park (Village of Lincolnshire)
Mr. Pippen said we are still working on setting up a demo. The Park Board will be
notified by email when the demo is set up and we will need a decision on the item at the
September meeting.

7.2 Update on Basketball Court Installation at Balzer Park (Village of
Lincolnshire)
A summary was provided in the Park Board packet. The Village Board approved the
Park Board recommendation and the Village is out to bid to proceed with the project.
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The bid opening date is 9-3-14 and the project should be completed this fiscal year. The
court will be slightly under high school half-court size (4’ off length and width) in order to
fit the 30’ set-back from the residences.

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
The Park Board was asked if they would be willing to have the board packets delivered
digitally via email rather than the paper copy delivered by the Police Dept. CSO. The
members in attendance agreed to this format. The members not in attendance will be
asked for their preference.

9.0 ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Ms. Siegel, seconded by Ms. Lin to adjourn the meeting. The
motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.  Chairman Borgerding declared the
meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.


